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RCIA—RITE OF ELECTION & PRESENTATION OF
CANDIDATES FOR FULL INITIATION
As a Candidate being presented to the
Bishop in such a well planned,
meaningful ceremony, I remember
feeling very special as I was greeted
by Father Brian to the tune of the
hymn “You Are Mine” and the
realisation hit home that God has
truly called me by name. I now look
forward with renewed excitement as I
continue my journey towards full
initiation with my Confirmation at the
Easter Mass.

At St Joseph’s Cathedral
Rockhampton at 11.00am on Saturday
23 February 2002, Bishop Brian
Heenan presided at the Rite of
Election and Presentation of
Candidates for Full Initiation as part
of the Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults.
As happens every year, people
gathered from many parts of the
diocese to support their candidates
who are making their journey through
the RCIA process.

Trish Bowtell, Gabrielle Bryan, Neil Bowtell

The following are thoughts from some
of those who are sharing in this
journey to Easter
I have been travelling my journey
towards being a member of the
Catholic community for a long time
now but only joined the RCIA
program just before Christmas.

I really appreciate the prayerful
support of the Cathedral community
and also the commitment of my
family, my sponsor, Bob, and
Margaret and the RCIA group who
take the time to travel this journey of
faith with me.
God bless.
Neil Bowtell
St Joseph’s Cathedral Parish
Contingent that travelled from
Gladstone for RCIA Ceremony
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RCIA—RITE OF ELECTION & PRESENTATION OF
CANDIDATES FOR FULL INITIATION
The ceremony was both fulfilling
and comforting.
It formed a significant part of my
journey of faith, supporting all that
has already taken place.
I found it analagous to the student
studying externally, and now
returning to the seat of learning.

The Rite of Election is a chance for
us to join with the Diocesan Family
in an atmosphere of joyful
celebration and prayer.
We are always greeted warmly and
made welcome at the Cathedral
and come awa y spiritually
refreshed.
Catechists—Bundaberg

I had a heightened awareness of a
caring and supporting community.
It was a spiritual experience,
enhanced by the presence of the
bishop and the excellent singing.
Candidate—Bundaberg

CARITAS AUSTRALIA PROJECT COMPASSION –LENTEN VISIT—2002
For the last six years during the Lenten
period the Rockhampton Diocese has been
fortunate to receive visitors from overseas
or from the National Office of Caritas
Australia. This year we were visited by
Jaimie Isbister, the Team Leader for
Development Programs from Australia’s
National Office. Jaimie joined Caritas
Australia in 2001. He has previously
worked with the National Council of
Churches in Australia and with refugees in
Palestine and East Timor.
During his visit to schools in the
Bundaberg, Gladstone and Rockhampton
region, along with public meetings in
Bundaberg and Gladstone, where he was
warmly welcomed, Jaimie has been able to
share with us, not only the horror of the
violence in East Timor and the tragedy of
the earthquake in India, but also the hope
given to these communities as they begin
to rebuild their lives.
The earthquake in Gujarat State, India
occurred a little over one year ago. It was
India’s Republic Day—a day of
celebration—and many communities were
remembering this day, when the
earthquake struck. Many lives were lost
and thousands were left injured and
homeless. Thanks to the people of the

Rockhampton Diocese and to dioceses
around Australia, Caritas Australia was
able to respond immediately, with the help
of their partner Caritas India, to supply
temporary hospitals and shelter for those
who suffered injury and/or the loss of their
home etc.
We all know the horror of the violence that
occurred in East Timor—but are we aware
of the hope of many East Timorese who
are rebuilding their lives? Again thanks to
the support of the people of our diocese
and the dioceses around Australia, Caritas
Australia has been able to respond to this
emergency in a practical way. The UN
requested Caritas Australia to be
responsible for providing accommodation to
the people of Oecussi whose homes had
been burned to the ground after they had
fled the militia.
Thanks to your donations, 5000 shelter kits
have been provided to 35000+ East
Timorese who had been left homeless. All
crops had been decimated and Caritas
Australia has supplied seeds and
gardening utensils so that communities can
begin the long process of becoming selfsufficient once again. These crops are now
bearing fruit.

Last year, the Australian community
donated over $5,000,000 to Project
Compassion and our diocese gave over
$135,000—a wonderful response.
However, there are still many people in the
world who do not have safe drinking water,
who live with war, or who have to make
choices about whether they have enough
money to build a school or a medical
centre. We can continue to stand in
solidarity with these people by our ongoing
support for Project Compassion.
Margaret Perkins
Caritas Australia—Diocesan Director

Jaimie Isbister with Hannah Kinbacher and
Danyelle Kelly from Emmaus College
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EASTER MESSAGE
Jesus Story – Your Story – My Story
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All correspondence should be addressed to:
The Editor, The Review,
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700.
Telephone: 07 4927 7244;
Fax: 07 4922 8256
Email: thereview@rok.catholic.net.au
Opinions expressed in the articles of this issue do not
necessarily reflect the views of the Editor or of her
associates. Articles are published at the Editor’s
discretion.
Contributions to The Review are invited from across
the diocese. In order to avoid errors, please make sure
that contributions are typed (1 1/2 space) and have a
contact address/phone number attached. Alternatively
copy may be sent in as text, Word or Publisher (IBM
compatible), photos JPEG (300dpi) on floppy disk or
may be emailed through to the above address. All
photos submitted will be returned to owners.
Deadline: 15th day of each month for the following
month’s issue.

The Easter moment has come and we have completed our Lenten
journey. In 2002 we focussed on stories - our story, the story of
others and the story of Jesus, as told in the Sunday Gospels.
During the time we call Holy Week – Palm Sunday to Easter, we
give much time to Jesus story, and what a powerful impact it can
have on our lives. This is the Jesus we want to follow, this is the
Jesus who shows us how to live our story.
I believe the road of everyday living is neither uniform nor easy. It
has two lanes – one where the journey is happy, fulfilling and
enjoyable – the other is full of potholes, sadness, tears and failures.
We have to use both lanes, we are not in a contest, yet, both lanes are
necessary - both are part of a genuine life journey. Furthermore, I am
convinced that the rough road, the one with the potholes, is the more
important and it is the one where we come close to God and one
another.
Jesus walked a rough road to Easter, so must we. Yet, the risen life
that he attained is also gift to us. It is our shared life with Jesus that
gives us the strength to continue when the going is tough.
May you all enjoy Easter, welcome Jesus again into your hearts and
lives and be gift to one another, as He is. May you enjoy the love of
family and friends and be at home in the ‘dying and rising’ of
everyday life.

Brian Heenan
Bishop of Rockhampton

Editorial Staff
Editor:
Associate
Editors:

Marcia Mansfield

Joy Philippi
Sr M Dolores
Donnelly RSM

Printed by The Printing and Display
Factory Incorporating Diocesan
Printing Service
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REPORT OF
DIOCESAN PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
22-23 FEBRUARY 2002
The Diocesan Pastoral Council met
on 22-23 February. One of the
highlights of the meeting was the
chance to be present for the liturgy
of the RCIA Rite of Election held at
the Cathedral on the Saturday. It
was great to see so many people
gather from across our diocese for
this special occasion.

♦

Some of the main issues that the
Council gave its attention to were:
♦

♦
Providing feedback to the
draft statement, “Go Out to
All the World: Service and
Integrity”. This document
explains the principles and
standards for those who work
in the name of the Church in
our diocese. When the
document is finalised it will be
distributed to all parishes and
agencies in the diocese.

Support for the Diocesan
Lenten Program, “Three
Stories: Jesus, Yours and
Mine.” The council will write a
letter of thanks to all who
contributed to this program.
The council also requested
that an evaluation of the
Lenten Program be
distributed before the Lenten
Season ends.
A sustained conversation on
how to continue enlivening
the Diocesan Vision
Statement. The issue of
pastoral planning or pastoral
directions was discussed.
This will be further explored
over coming meetings.

The council thanks you for your
ongoing support and prayer. Our
next meeting will be held on 17-18
May.
How to contact the Diocesan
Pastoral Council—
The council can be contacted
through:
Gerard Goldman
The Executive Officer
Diocesan Pastoral Council
PO Box 524
ROCKHAMPTON 4700
Phone: 07 4931 3656
Fax: 07 4931 3683
Email:
dpc@ceo.rok.catholic.edu.au

WORLD YOUTH DAY SONG WRITING COMPETITION
“YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH...THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”
AND THE MUSICIANS OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM!
Are you a solo artist, in a band or just
love to write songs about your faith?
Do you want to make a difference to
the lives of other young people with
your music?
Australian Artists are invited to submit
one or two songs/hymns to the World
Youth Day Song Writing Competition.
First Prize is $1000 and the
Encouragement Award is $500 as well
as promotion of your music across
Australia. The main prize winners and
other winning artists will be collated
into an all Australian CD for World
Youth Day 2002!!!

Send in a tape/CD of one-two original
songs about World Youth Day showing
some relevance to Catholicism.
Winners must be willing to submit a
CD copy of their material if they are
chosen for final mastering purposes.
All styles of music are welcome.
Anyone can enter.
Competition Closing Date:
Friday 31 May 2002.
Conditions of Entry—All entries
submitted to the competition relinquish
all copyright to the Australian World
Youth Day Committee for the World
Youth Day Australian CD. All rights
such as reproduction, copying,

Matt 5:13-14

distribution and performance rights
are governed and owned by the
Australian World Youth Da y
Committee.
Entries for the World Youth Day Song
Writing Competition should be sent
to :
Adam Morris
Australian World Youth Day
Committee
GPO Box 3089
CANBERRA ACT 2601
Phone: 02 6201 9800
or
0409 995 031
Email:
cym@chancery.cangoul.catholic.org.au
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QUEENSLAND ABORIGINAL AND ISLANDER
CATHOLIC COUNCIL ASSEMBLY
The young people’s involvement
included a banner painting for the
assembly from the theme—Our
Mission Yesterday, Today and Our
Vision for Tomorrow as well as painted
boomerangs being symbolically
presented to elders during thanksgiving
at the Sunday Mass.

Bishop Brian
Heenan leads
participants in
procession at
Snunday Mass

The Queensland Aboriginal and
Islander Catholic Council held an
Assembly at St Brendan’s College
Yeppoon from 18-20 January.
Together the fifty-two attendees from
state-wide and eight young people
from Cherburg, a beautiful gathering
was enjoyed. One of the strong points
emerging from discussions was the
pledge towards more indigenous
people taking up ministry within the
Church, recognising that indigenous
people needed to be “suitably
qualified to take our rightful place in
Ministry”.

relevant programs offered through
Wontulp Bi Buya College, an
indigenous, ecumenical college in
Cairns offering studies in theology and
Co mmu ni t y D e vel op men t for
emerging leaders.

They were also part of the liturgies and
prayer sessions that were held.
Overall a positive sharing time was had
by all, especially the concert items on
the last night.
Ernie Trevaskis

Eager participants
line dancing

All were encouraged to take part in

Theodore Pics
Left and Below:
Fr Noel Milner—new Parish Priest to the
Valleys meeting some of the faithful at
Theodore.
Photos submitted by
Mr Gerald Connolly
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Developing a parish youth ministry calendar
Strategies that Work...
Adapted from IDENTITY December 2001—Newsletter of Parish Youth Ministry Services—Archdiocese of Brisbane
Aims of the Strategy
To plan and advertise achievable
youth ministry activities over a
selected period of time. (In this
example we have chosen to plan for
one year).

3.

Monitoring process

• One or two people to make sure
reminders are put in Parish Newsletter
once a month.

• One or two people to touch base with
planning team members as the event
they are responsible for approaches.

Implementation tasks and time line:
1. Set up process

4.

• Gather a group of people to brainstorm

• Overall, what were the good/not so

ideas for different small events—who
may also be willing to implement the
events.

• Identify how many events you would
like to plan over the period of time, eg,
one per month, one per term.

• Make a list of possible events. Consult
parish and school for other relevant
activities which may be included, eg,
fete, parish picnic.

• From your list, choose the events best
suited to your parish’s needs and
resources and allocate them a place on
the calendar.

• Decide how the calendar will be
produced and how it will be
distributed, eg, A3 poster, parish
newsletter insert.

• Make a list of tasks that will need to be
done in preparation for the events and
allocate task lists to members of the
planning group, including one or two
people to take overall responsibility for
each event.

• Promote the calendar.
• Plan to re-advertise each of the
individual events as they draw closer.

2. Starting Date
• Start preparations 2-3 months before

Evaluating the Strategy

good things
calendar?

about

the

planning

• Were enough/too many events planned?
• Which events worked well? Why?
• What would you change next time?
Physical Resources Needed
• Photocopying of calendars
• Any additional resources that might be
needed for planned events

Support/Leaders Needed
• A team to brainstorm, organize and
plan each small event

Publicity Plan
• Send or give copy of calendar to young
people in the parish. Ask them to try to
come to each event provided. The
personal approach is always best!

• Advertise

in

parish

and

school

newsletters.

• Word of mouth, friends, family etc.
Budget
• Ask parish to provide photocopying.
• Ask if local parish businesses want to
put small ad on calendar for small fee
to cover some costs of events.

the calendar is to come out, eg if out in
January, start planning in October/
November.

EXAMPLE OF A
PARISH
CALENDAR
JANUARY:
Have a break—school holidays
FEBRUARY:
Pizza, Coke and Games Night
(Years 7, 8, 9)
MARCH:
Ten Pin Bowling
(Years 8, 9, 10)
APRIL:
Internet Café Evening
(Years 11, 12)
MAY:
Café and Cinema Night
(Young Adults)
JUNE:
Youth Facilitated Parish Mass
(Family)
JULY:
Service Project—Visit Soup
Kitchen (All Ages)
AUGUST:
Video Night
(Years 7, 8, 9)
SEPTEMBER:
Youth Prayer and Reflection
Evening (Years 10, 11, 12)
OCTOBER:
Pizza, Coke and Brainstorming
for Next Calendar
(representatives from age
groups)

Other Considerations

NOVEMBER:
Picnic and Wine Tour
(Young Adults including Young
Married Couples)

It is not necessary to plan for an entire year. In your parish it may be more appropriate to plan for a
smaller period of time, eg, one school term at a time. Do whatever works best in your local area. Also
make sure that the events cater for the needs of young people in your parish. Where possible plan a
number of different types of events to reflect the diverse needs.

DECEMBER:
Parish Christmas Mass
(Family)
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NEWS FROM ST MICHAEL’S PARISH SARINA
a group photo was taken. All had a
wonderful morning.
There was a wonderful write up in the
Catholic Leader on 10 March 2002 about
St Therese’s Conference Centre at
Alligator Creek. They had a report on
conference centres in Queensland. If you
need to book the centre for any reason
you now have to contact St Michael’s
office.

L-R: Fr Tim Williams, Henry Chyba, Minka Grech, Denise McGowan, Santo Corsaro,
Bishop Brian Heenan, Glen Theusen, Marion Goulevitch, Fr Barry O’Donohue.
These parishioners were inducted into the over 70s group—
Morning Tea for St Michael’s Seniors— 17 February 2002

Sunday morning dawned gloomy but it did
little to dampen the spirits of those inside
St Michael’s Parish Centre. Approximately
eighty people attended the second
seniors’ morning tea held at the Parish
Centre on Sunday 17 February 2002. We
were very fortunate to have Father Brian
Heenan as well as Fathers Tim Williams
and Barry O’Donohue in our presence.
Six new over seventies were welcomed as
guests of honour for the morning tea.
Those inducted were Marion Goulevitch,
Glen Theusen, Minka Grech, Santo
Corsaro, Henry Chyba and Denise
McCowan.
A warm welcome was extended to all by
Mr John Bella and he apologised for
anyone who may have been overlooked.
The only way the organising committee
can get these names is if they nominate
themselves or if someone else does it for
them.
A moment of silence and a prayer was
said for those whom we had lost since the
2000 morning tea. Those who are now at
rest with the Lord are Joe Menso, Roger

Organising
committee for the
Seniors Morning Tea
17 February 2002.
L-R: Noel Muller,
Joan and John Bella

Boland, Charles Bloomfield, Evelyn
Ellwood, Patrick Harte, Vince Zarb, Jim
Rhule, Albert and Emily Porter and
Elizabeth Sammut.
John Bella said in his address that this
was the second function held with the
specific purpose of giving recognition to
our golden age parishioners for the
contribution they have made to our parish
life. He said, “Although I am no expert in
the kitchen, I do know that a recipe needs
all the ingredients for a successful result.
Likewise, we consider you a very
necessary ingredient in the life of our
parish. Thank you for what you have done
and the example that you are.”
John then went on to thank Joan Bella
and Noel Muller who had helped him pull
this all together. He thanked the people
who had come along to help in the kitchen
and for supplying the goodies for morning
tea. He also thanked Peter Taffee for the
wonderful music and Carolyn Scott for
taking photos.
Fr Brian presented each of the guests of
honour with a special certificate and then

On 16 February a
held to welcome
parish family and
Father Brian who
annual visit.

parish barbeque was
Father Tim into our
also to say hello to
was with us for his

After Mass on 9 February the old palms
from last year were burnt in readiness for
Ash Wednesday.

L-R: Robin Eaton, Dianne Shore, Fr Tim
Williams, Denise Sherrington at the
Seniors Morning Tea 17 February 2002

L-R: Pat Phillips, Fr Barry O’Donohue,,
Marjorie Wilson—Seniors Morning Tea
17 February 2002

We welcomed into our parish family John
Douglas Dahms and Dempsey Ellis Bella
on 9 February in the Sacrament of
Baptism. We also welcomed our
Catechumen for the year, Caroline
Cummins.
The World Day of Prayer was held on 1
March. Please remember all the people in
the world who need our prayers every
day.
Carolyn Scott
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100 Years Lets Celebrate

St Patrick’s School Emerald Queensland
1902—2002 Centenary Celebrations—3-4-5 May
Come on home and celebrate the memories that are treasured in your story of life…
Fr Dan Moore
Past and present students, parents, teachers and friends of St Patrick’s, we invite you to celebrate 100 years of St Patrick’s
School. We invite you to celebrate your memories and to welcome in the next century.
AN INVITATION

FRIDAY—May 3

SUNDAY—May 5

One hundred years ago, the Presentation
Sisters founded a school in Emerald called St
Patrick’s. The Sisters were supported by the
then Bishop of the Rockhampton Diocese,
Bishop Higgins. The school which was the first
church and was made entirely of corrugated
iron, opened on 14 April 1902 with an
enrolment of eighty children and three teaching
sisters. (Thank God for air conditioners during
our long hot summers).
From humble beginnings, today, St Patrick’s
School is a thriving community of
approximately 500 children. The buildings and
grounds have indeed changed over 100 years.
However I am sure the ‘feel’ for our school and
the willingness for all involved to promote
Catholic Education is as strong as ever.
A Centenary of Catholic Education is
something very special to remember so
everyone feel very welcome to come along and
celebrate the history of this great school.
Max Martin—St Patrick’s School Principal

Official Opening

Centenary Mass

School Grounds—11.00am to 2.00pm*

School Undercover Area—10.00am*

Official opening and blessing by Bishop Brian
Heenan of the newest building additions to St
Patrick’s, the library and undercover area—
followed by a concert by students of St Patrick’s
School and Marist College.

Centenary Mass with Bishop Brian Heenan
and Fr Dan Moore.

“The further west you go the more welcoming
the locals become.” So said a happy traveller to
the west. Emerald has been renowned for
being part of this traditional hospitality and
welcome to so many teachers, students and
families who have been part of the great
tradition established by the Presentation
Sisters 100 years ago.

Family and Friends Fun Day and Tours
Memorabilia Evening
School Library—7.00pm to 10.00pm*
Memorabilia evening with wine and cheese. Bar
available.

(Your contributions welcome...If you
have any photos, memorabilia or
stories to share, please contact Brenda
or Helen on 49822485. We request that
all material submitted be well labelled.)

SATURDAY—May 4
Official Roll Call
School Undercover Area—
11.00am t0 3.00pm*
Official Roll Call of past students and teachers.
Refreshments and light lunch provided.

Today we reach out our arms to welcome all
who are able to return to celebrate our
Centenary Celebration of Catholic Education at
St Patrick’s School Emerald.

Dinner Dance

We extend to you one hundred thousand
welcomes. We look forward to seeing you in
May 2002.

Pre-dinner drinks and nibblies from 6.00pm to
7.00pm on the lawn. Music and entertainment
provided by the combined bands of Marist
College and St Patrick’s School. Bar available.

Fr Dan—St Patrick’s Parish Priest

Morning Tea provided.

School Sports Oval—12noon to 4.00pm*
Family fun sports day for all, including old
time games and fun. Tours to the original
Church and School (now owned by the
Thomasson family and Leask family) +
barbecue and bar available.
* Times subject to change—to be confirmed.

ACCOMMODATION
We recommend CQ Travel Link for all
accommodation enquiries and bookings:
CQ Travel Link—PO Box 475
EMERALD QLD 4720
Ph: 07 4982 1399
Fax: 07 4987 6427
Email: chtour@maxspeed.net.au

School Undercover Area—
6.00pm to 2.00am

Dinner commences at 7.30pm with
the official welcome at 9.00pm.

TRAVEL
McCafferty’s Coaches

Ph: 131 499

Qantas Airlines

Ph: 131 313

Queensland Rail

Ph: 132 332

Road Distances from Emerald (approx)

Entertainment provided by “The
Acetones”.

Brisbane via Rockhampton—989 km

Cost: $30.00 per person
$15 pensioner
Includes meal and entertainment.

Mackay—380 km.

Rockhampton—271 km

REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION—PLEASE CONTACT ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL EMERALD
Mrs Belinda Whittaker, Principal’s Secretary at stpatemad@bigpond.com or Mrs Helen Sweeney, Administration Secretary email:
stpatem@bigpond.com—41 Yamala Street—PO Box 1496 Emerald 4720 - Phone: 07 49 822 485 Fax: 07 49 824 229
Website www.rok.catholic.edu.au—Diocese of Rockhampton—Schools World Wide Web—Western Schools
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GIFT FROM AUSTRALIA

Statement by the Most Rev Ambrose Kiapseni MSC, Bishop of Kavieng (New Ireland Province)
The Catholic Bishop of a diocese in Papua
New Guinea where asylum-seekers are
being held on behalf of the Australian
Government has issued a statement
strongly criticising Australia’s “Pacific
Solution”.
Bishop Ambrose Kiapseni MSC of Kavieng
Diocese was referring in particular to the
asylum-seekers’ camp at Lombrum Naval
Base, Manus Island. His diocese includes
the Provinces of New Ireland and Manus,
as well as the Duke of York Islands.
Bishop Kiapseni, who is himself a
Melanesian, describes the bringing of
“boat people” to PNG as “immoral”. Among
the undesirable social consequences of
what is happening on Manus he mentions
an increase in prostitution and the drug
trade.
The Catholic Church in PNG is caring for
many of the large number of West
Papuans living near the land border with
Indonesia. The PNG Government now
sees these refugees from West Papua as
“illegal immigrants”. A number of them
have been living for many years on
Manus, in an enclave not far from the
Lombrum Naval Base.
Bishop Kiapseni says that the treatment of
West Papuans would perhaps be far better
than it is now “if they had jumped on a
boat and tried to head off to Australia”.
Bishop Kiapseni’s statement is as follows:
Australia has long been generous to
Papua New Guinea (PNG), for which we
are truly grateful. We have been
accustomed to seeing signs along our
roadsides telling us the road is a gift of the
Government and taxpayers of Australia.
However, we come now to question the
latest “gift” to PNG, in particular the
“asylum seekers” at Lombrum Base,
Manus Province.

As a Papua New Guinean I must ask the
Christian citizens of my country to carefully
consider the issues in this situation—for
there are many.
1. Why are we keeping people innocent
of any wrongdoing in PNG behind
barbed wire? Is it because our
neighbour and benefactor has asked
us to do this thing? Shouldn’t our own
laws in our country take precedence
over requests from neighbours?
2. Are the men, women and children we
are imprisoning to be seen, now, as a
commodity, to be sold back to
Australia for the value of the
improvements at Manus? Is this good?
3. Now we read in the newspapers of the
first class medical facilities being made
available primarily to the asylum
seekers. We must compare this to the
facilities we offer our own citizens. The
nation is struggling to provide even the
most basic health care to our citizens
at our aidposts, health centres and
hospitals. Is it right that such a first
class facility be provided for people
who do not even want to be here?
4. Another serious aspect to the saga of
the asylum seekers is the position
regarding our brethren from West
Papua who are refugees from that
troubled Indonesian Province and
residing in PNG. Perhaps if they had
jumped on a boat and tried to head off
to Australia, their treatment would be
far better than it is now. Am I correct in
surmising that they are ignored by the
Australian government because they
do not constitute a domestic political
issue in Australia?
5. Has anyone given serious thought to
the social consequences of the “gift” of
the asylum seekers. The very rapid
and furious work being undertaken at
the base has meant the employment of
a lot of people, including many from
outside of Lorengau as local expertise
apparently is not enough. Local reports
say that prostitution has increased, as

has the drug trade. We all know that
these activities inevitably lead to a rise
in the incidence of sexually transmitted
diseases and the deadly AIDS virus.
6. Is our neighbour and benefactor
holding the very sharp “AID
ASSISTANCE” sword over our
heads—meaning, given the amount of
aid from Australia to PNG, our
government has no option other than
to accept the boat people? I am sure
the good Christian people of Australia
would want a portion of their tax
dollars spent assisting their less
fortunate neighbour to the north,
without the threat of such a “sword”,
for is this sentiment of help not a basic
Christian ethic?
7. Imagine the fear and stress of the
traumatized people when, in some
cases, in the dead of night, they were
introduced to their new surroundings,
including the old, unbearably hot,
Quonset huts. Even the smiling
Melanesian faces were kept at a
distance. There may even be trickery
involved, perhaps, as they thought
they were going to Sydney. How many
of us would like this to happen to
ourselves and our families?
8. Let there be no more “boat people”
brought to PNG—it is immoral. Rather,
all asylum seekers caught on the sea
heading for Australia should be
allowed to land there and live in
suitable conditions and be properly
assessed under the scrutiny of the
Australian people, who are better able
to voice their approval or disapproval
of the actions of the Government. The
Government of Australia is far more
scrutinised by the media, and more
accountable to their people in real
terms, than here in PNG.
9. In truth and sincerity we cannot say
thank you to the people of Australia for
the Government’s latest “GIFT” to us.

Page 10

T H E

R E V I E W

Time is Running Out...Get in Now!!
Is there a young adult (18-35 years
old) in your community who is
interested in attending World Youth
Day?

Queensland World Youth Day Pilgrimage

Have you considered sponsoring them
either financially or pastorally and/or
supported their fundraising efforts?
Maybe you’re not sure….?
Consider…

WYD 2002 Pilgrimage
FACTS:
WORLD YOUTH DAY EXPRESS
Sunday 21 July - Thursday 1 August 2002
(Official WYD program 23-28 July)
led by: Archbishop John Bathersby
$ 3295.00
Pre-WYD Extension
CANADIAN EXPERIENCE
Sunday 14 July – Thursday 1 August 2002
Itinerary includes: Calgary, Banff (Canadian
Rockies), Montreal, Quebec, Toronto (including
official WYD program)
led by: Bishop Brian Heenan
$ 4295.00

(Prices & itineraries subject to change)
♦

All registration forms to be at Diocesan Youth
Office, PO Box 641 Rockhampton 4700 with
deposit of $600.00 (Cheques made out to
Harvest Youth Tours) by April 26

♦

Once checked and accepted, pilgrims will
receive an update and confirmation letter.

♦

Full payment is due May 15 (cheques to
Harvest Youth Tours)

♦

The commitment to their faith shown by
the person wanting to go.

♦

The cost includes just about everything
including most meals, flights
(international and domestic),
accommodation, entrance and transfer
fees. A bargain considering the benefits
gained by both the pilgrims and the faith
community to which they belong.

♦

The energy and commitment of the
whole faith community in helping
pilgrims to prepare for attendance and
return from World Youth Day.

Expression of Interest forms
available from your school or parish
office now or contact:
Diocesan Youth Office—
Phone: 07 4927 7244
Email: youth@rok.catholic.net.au
Confirmation of prices and itineraries
and travel forms available now.

Check out these websites for more
info:
www.worldyouthday.com.au or
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Capricornia Correctional Centre Chaplains
CHAPLAINS SEEK TO BRING
CARING SUPPORT TO ALL
AFFECTED BY THE
DESTRUCTIVE CYCLE OF
CRIME.

assistance if the need is
there.

THE KNIGHTS OF
THE SOUTHERN CROSS
BUNDABERG BRANCH

•

Ministering to prisoners after
release.

Invites all Christian men to join us for Dinner
in the Keiron Function Centre Sugarland
52 Johnston Street BUNDABERG

Chaplains at the Capricornia
Correctional Centre offer to all
prisoners and staff, spiritual
guidance and support seven days a
week.

•

The Duty Chaplain of the day
is contactable for 24 hours.

on Friday 14 June 2002

•

Facilitate visits from other
faiths.

Guest Speaker will be
Rev Tim Costello
Baptist Minister for Melbourne

Chaplains are available for Bible
Studies and one on one tutoring
with Biblical Courses.

The Capricornia Correctional
Centre Chaplaincy Team is an
Ecumenical Team comprised of:
•
Anglican
•
Catholic
•
Corrections Centre
Chaplains
•
Murri Chaplain
•
Prison Fellowship
•
The Salvation Army
•
Uniting Church

Chaplains run Christian Courses
which are open to all religions.
Chaplains seek to provide mental,
emotional, physical and spiritual
support to offenders and
employees of the Correctional
Centre.
Families of offenders are an often
forgotten group to whom Chaplains
are endeavouring to minister,
drawing on the ability to offer
assistance on both sides of a
crime. Many such families,
particularly of offenders convicted
of serious crimes, feel a real sense
of isolation, and suffer extreme guilt
and depression.
As well as assisting in practical
ways, Chaplains can offer a word of
encouragement or send a letter
empathising with their feelings.
Prisoners are able to contact
chaplains through personal contact
or through a Unit Officer.
•

Practical assistance with
reintegration to family and
community life

•

Prison Chaplaincy work
involves visiting each unit.

•

Co-ordinating Sunday
Chapel services in the
centre.

•

Linking up with families of
prisoners and offering

His Topic—”Contemporary issues facing our
society—Our fears and hopes of building a
better future”
You are requested to attend by
6.30pm for 7.00pm
The meal will be a smorgasbord of roast
meats, vegetables and trimmings followed
by the choice of two sweets plus tea and
coffee
Total Cost for the above is $25.00 per head
For more information or to obtain an
invitation form please contact either:
Chairman: Kevin Gould, 68 Avoca Street,
Bundaberg 4670 or phone: 07 4153 1287
Secretary: John Clarke, 4 Londy Street,
Bundaberg 4670 or phone: 07 4153 3258
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A CALL FOR COMPASSION
Responding to those in need has
always been the appropriate Christian
response, and showing our
compassion to post abortive women is
also included in our Christian duty.
Abortion affects many people besides
the mother and father of the baby, and
many people in our community will
suffer from the emotional hurt and
pain often associated with an abortion
decision. These effects may be felt
immediately or not until years after
the proce dure. CONFUS ION,
DENIAL, REGRET, GUILT, GRIEF
AND LOSS are common post
abortion symptoms that need to be
addressed if one is to have a “normal”
lifestyle and successful relationships.
The poem on this page can help us to
understand this post abortion situation
through the eyes of such a woman,
and I trust it speaks to your heart as it
does to mine.
Our Church upholds the dignity of all

human life and the rights of the
unborn, and it encourages us to be
concerned and outreaching to all those
hurt and in pain. Our God is a God of
compassion who knows the hearts of
all of us, and he continually calls all
sinners back to his forgiving arms,
often through us, his people.
SURVIVORS OF ABORTION LTD
ROCKHAMPTON has been
operating for approximately four
years and extends compassionate
healing ministry to anyone (male or
female) who’ve been hurt by an
abortion experience whether it be
recently or long ago. It is a Christian
evangelical ministry, free to sufferers,
which receives no financial income
and is dependent on donations to
operate and advertise our service.
Our ministry is small and deals with a
“trickle” of the flood of hurting

hearts, many of whom are afraid to
seek help. We fail to reach many due
to lack of finance and the inability to
reach a wider community. Your help
at this particular time would be very
gratefully received as we hope to run a
professional ten week course,
“Healing the Broken Hearted” in the
near future.
Can you help financially?
Would you like to join us
“in the field”?
Are you hurting and need our help?
Please give us a call.
MAREE: 07 49 281 342 or Mobile
0412830601 OR
ANNETTE: 07 4926 5949
Thank you and God bless you.

Maree Thompson
for Survivors of Abortion Ltd Rton

CAST NO STONES
Deep within my hidden self I hide
Away from those so distant from my past.
I look outside—beyond my mask of clay
And carry out the duties of my day.
Robot-like I perform my tasks
My present life protected from my past
Of hidden guilt and grief..no light I see
To help me to do what God expects of me.
Afraid, alone, in dark and shame I hide
My secret sin from all other men
Lest they judge and shun me from their midst
Should they learn of him—the child I willed to die.
My heart aches with guilt for what I’ve done,
So ignorant I was...no one to blame
I loved too much too young...no one to help.
Alone, I made that trip all by myself.
That place, that noise, those murderous voices sweet
So weak I couldn’t stand upon my feet
Returning home...reliving what I’d done The shocking truth...I’d murdered my own son!
Nobody cared to know about my pain
I pretended all was well and tried to gain
Some sanity within my world of tears,
But this pain grows, despite the passing years.
None will ever know my secret guilt
My grief a loss, my baby’s blood I spilt!
They busily continue on their way
Condemning “types” like me..and then they pray!
Oh Lord, if only they could feel my pain
And pray for me that I’d be whole again,

And with compassion come to understand
I’ve sinned, like them, like all the rest of man!
Please lead me Lord, help me find a friend
Who’ll assure me that your love and mercy never ends
Help me Lord to know what I must do
To heal this pain and be reconciled with you..
O Lord, My God, to sinners you will give
Forgiveness and love to all its true,
Give strength and courage to a heart like mine
Hide And shelter me in your heart divine.
Oh world, Oh world, cast not your stones at me!
Jesus died for all on Calvary!
Please show me His compassion and gentle heart
For He willed that His example we’d impart.
Dear God, I pray that one day you will heal
My wounds, my grief, my guilt, this pain I feel,
And on that day when peace I feel restored
To others I will go, for you my Lord.

Submitted by Maree Thompson
for Survivors of Abortion Ltd Rton
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Honouring the Local Church
The Commission for Australian Catholic
Women met in Adelaide recently continuing
its goal of moving around the country in
order to meet with the local Church and
hear the good news stories occurring there.
Archbishop Philip Wilson hosted a
reception for 120 people in the Cathedral
Hall to provide an opportunity for the
communities of the Archdiocese of
Adelaide and the Diocese of Port Pirie to
converse with members of the
Commission.
“Adelaide is my home town,” said Geraldine
Hawkes, Chair of the Commission, “and as
a member of the local Church I welcome
the opportunity for the Commission to make
contact with the Church in South Australia.
The more people we begin a conversation

with at the local level the more opportunity
there is to decentralise the work of the
Commission and honour the grass roots
level of church around Australia.”
Following the reception, diocesan
representatives from Western Australia,
Tasmania, Northern Territory and South
Australia spent the weekend with members
of the Commission at St Paul’s Retreat
Centre, Glen Osmond, Adelaide to help in
the promotion of the Bishops’ Social Justice
statement. In February representatives
from dioceses in New South Wales and
Victoria have been on formation weekends
with the Commission.
Queensland
representatives will meet with the
Commission in Brisbane during March
Earlier in the day commissioners gathered

at St Paul’s to consider the further
implementation of the Bishops’ Social
Justice Statement 2000. Significant among
these is the monitoring of the composition
of national bodies and agencies of the
Church in Australia to help promote a better
balance of men, women, clergy religious
and laity in decision-making positions.
Brochures on the Bishops’ nine decisions
for implementation at national level, and the
thirty—one proposals for possible action in
dioceses can be obtained from Mary Moran
at the office of the Commission for
Australian Catholic Women on 02
62019864. The full text of the Social
Justice Statement can be obtained on the
Commission’s website at
www.cacw.catholic.org.au

GOD DWELLS IN THE HEART—NOT THE HEAD
Tim and his mother had a great
relationship although they stirred each
other occasionally. She was very
supportive of him in his last year of
psychology at university. Becaude he had
trouble remembering all the work for his
final exams she sent him a fun card for his
birthday, ‘Psychologists agree that people
who are forgetful are invariably thinking
about sex.”
She rang him and asked if he liked the
card. “Yes”, he laughed, “especially as you
forgot to put a stamp on the envelope but
your secret is safe with me. No doubt you
will enjoy throwing a party for me soon.”
His mother enjoyed his counter attack and
thought that for a smart boy like Tim, the
exams would be a pushover.
It is ironic that we humans develop
relationships from the heart yet when it
comes to prayer time, where the aim is to
develop a relationship with God, we keep it
in our head and make it an intellectual
exercise.
When we pray, it is important to recall that
God’s spirit dwells in us and not
somewhere ‘out there’ and that prayer is
two-way communication. It is just as
important to listen as to say prayers.
“Be still and know that I am God”.
(Ps 46:10)

For a start, faith is a gift but it is then up to
us to nurture it, otherwise it will wither and
die. The basis for our faith journey must be
a relationship with God and from this flows
faith development, meaningful prayer and
proper worship. This will lead to church
attendance from conviction and love rather
than fear of sanction or damnation.
I believe some sections of our church have
made a mistake by making physical
attendance at Mass the criterion for
belonging to the church. Catholics who do
not go to Mass are often judged as lapsed
or bad Catholics and feel rejected. They
then withdraw completely from the
Catholic community. People who make
these judgments seem to ignore the
warnings Jesus gave to those who go
around judging others.
It would be tragic if Jesus’ warning to the
Pharisees could be applied to us:
“You hypocrites! How right Isaiah was
when he prophesied about you!
‘These people’, says God, ‘honour me
with their words, but their heart is really
far away from me. It is no use for them
to worship me, because they teach
human rules as if they were my laws’”
(Mt 15:7-9)

There are hundreds of good things a
Catholic should do to be part of Jesus’
kingdom, one of which is to be part of a
worshipping community by attendance at
Mass. It is not the most important one. If
we adopt a positive attitude towards nonattenders, make them feel they ‘belong’,
we would have more success in
establishing Jesus’ kingdom and end up
having better church attendances.
Most of all we should lead by example and
attend Mass because of conviction and
love, leading us to live as joyful, redeemed
Catholics. Fear of damnation or church
sanctions would not come into it. If fear
were the only reason for our attendance at
Mass, it would be better to stay at home.
The building blocks for Jesus’ kingdom are
based on love not fear.
Just as importantly, we should all work
towards making the Mass more suitable
for our modern world. People who work in
this area should not get discouraged
because it is hard to get congregations
moving after so many years of rigid control
and non-involvement.
Br John Venard
Used with permission
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NEWS FROM ST PATRICK’S PARISH EMERALD
fostering such a warm sense of
belonging for all.
A special thank you to Anne-Marie
McLean, Patsy Thomasson, Robyn
Staples, Peter Finlay, the students and
teachers who assisted with setting-up
as well as the many wonderful helpers
on the night. On behalf of the Marist
College P & F, we look forward to
sharing the ‘Welcome Dinner’
tradition again with you next year as
Marist College Community continues
to grow.
Cheers for now!

Welcome Dinner 2002
Marist College Community celebrated
the beginning of their journey through
2002 at the ‘Welcome Dinner’ held
Friday evening February 15. The
dinner is an annual event at which
‘old’ families make welcome ‘new’
families and teachers to the College
Community.
Hundreds of parents and children
along with the school’s teaching and
administration staff gathered to join in
the traditions of the ‘Welcome
Dinner’.

and urged all parents to attend just
one meeting through the year so they
can learn more about the committee
and its accomplishments for the
school. Jennie also presented Sharon
Connolly with a farewell gift and
highlighted all her hard work and
dedication to the College over the last
6 years.
Br Robert said ‘Grace’ and invited
everyone to share in the meal, which
was contributed to by all those
attending. To provide parents with the
opportunity to meet teachers and other

L-R: Br Bernard Yamaguchi, Steve Melody,
Chris and Miki Ellerton, Sally and Patrick Bradley

Among the new faces at Marist this
year was Principal Br Robert, who
greeted everyone and invited all staff
members to join him on stage. Each
staff member introduced themselves
and explained their roles and teaching
areas for 2002. Thank you to all those
brave people.
P & F President Mrs Jennie Kruger
thanked the 2001 P & F committee

parents, everyone was invited to sit in
smaller home-room groups.
A relaxed and friendly atmosphere
along with ample delicious food
ensured there were lots of smiling
faces and everyone had a great time.
Thank you to the new parents for
coming along and the ‘old’ parents for

Janice Moriarty
Secretary – Marist College P & F

Combined Celebrations –
Welcome Mass &
Blessing of the Cross
St Patrick’s Parish, Emerald recently
celebrated their annual ‘Welcome’
Mass and the ‘Blessing of the Cross’
at St Patrick’s Primary School.
The ‘Welcome’ Mass is traditionally
followed by a shared meal and has
become an annual event for St
Patrick’s Parish. Around 800 people,
including adults and children,
gathered at the Mass to greet new
parish members and teachers to the
local schools. The overwhelming
crowd witnessed Fr Dan Moore
performing the ‘Blessing of the Cross’
that was recently erected in the new
shaded area of the school grounds.
In an endeavour to symbolise the story
and spirit of Jesus Christ at the school,
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NEWS FROM ST PATRICK’S PARISH EMERALD
St Patrick’s School Centenary
celebrations are continuing as
organisers extend an invitation for
those not involved in the school or
parish any longer to participate in this
special Emerald community event.

families would like to participate.

Parish Priest Father Dan said, ‘the
‘Blessing of the Cross’ in all its
magnificence now stands as a
constant reminder of how Christ has
gifted our lives and also remains a
challenge to be ever grateful for a
Christ-centred education for life.

Event organisers recognise there are
many friends of the school in the local
area or not living in Emerald any
longer who wish to be involved,
contribute photos and memorabilia or
share their stories at the event.

Mrs Hartley said, ‘The group is also
preparing voice-overs for the
presentation and invites anyone
wishing to tell their story to call her at
the Parish Office on 49 821 600.

‘The Cross adds an extra touch of
sacredness and a presence to the story
of Jesus Christ as we celebrate St
Patrick’s School’s Centenary this year
over the May long week-end’, Fr. Dan
said.

A ‘Powerpoint Presentation’ is being
prepared for the celebrations and is a
collection of photos taken at the school
over the past one hundred years
including teachers, classes, buildings,
special events, etc.

St Patrick’s Principal Mr Max Martin
said the Cross is a visible sign of our
faith and shows that we are a Catholic
school.

Parish worker Mrs Francie Hartley and
members of the ‘Power-poi nt
Presentation’ Group are asking for
people to bring forth generation family
shots of members who attended St
Pat’s in the past or who are currently at
the school.

St Patrick’s Parents and Friends
Committee, Principal Max Martin,
dedicated parents and Father Dan
Moore have overseen the structure of
the large wooden cross.

Bishop Brian Heenan will be among
the many visitors to come to Emerald
for the Centenary Celebrations. He
will officially open and bless the new
library and under-cover area at St
Pat’s school on May 3.

Invitation to Participate

Tracey can be contacted on 0428 749
748 and asks people wishing to drop
off photos at the Parish Office to label
them very well.

‘We are hoping to have all our
contributions to ‘Powerpoint
Presentation’ in by mid-March to
ensure the project is completed for the
celebrations 3-5 May.
‘The presentation is to be shown at
the Dinner Dance, Saturday May 4
and copies will be available in CD
format for purchase after the event,’
she said.

Group member Mrs Tracey Phillis
invites families to get together now to
take generation photos.
Tracey is co-ordinating the generation
photos and has offered to take photos if

A Brief History—St Patrick’s School Emerald
A momentous event was enacted in
Emerald on 14 April, 1902. A small band
of Presentation Sisters arrived by rail
from Longreach at the invitation of
Bishop Higgins, to open a school.
This was St Patrick’s School and it
started its life in a humble little church in
Yamala Street with the Sisters living in a
primitive cottage with a dirt floor next
door. The pioneer teaching Sisters were
Mother Frances Hayes and Sisters
Patrick Madden and Angela Crowe.
School commenced almost immediately
with eighty pupils.

In 1904 a substantial two-storied
building was purchased to house the
nuns in Borilla Street. The senior
students now had a school room in the
old ballroom of the new convent while
the junior pupils remained in the
church. This building was replaced
when damaged in a storm in 1912.
The new school building opened on the
first Anzac Day, 25 April, 1915.
As time passed boarders were
accepted and more buildings
constructed. By 1961 the Boarding
School was no longer viable and the
space was converted into much needed
classrooms.

The school population continued to
grow faster than the buildings to
accommodate it. The original buildings
were becoming obsolete and were
gradually replaced until today there are
none of the old buildings standing.
The Sisters’ numbers dwindled as the
school grew until the last of the
congregation Sister Margaret Conway
was sadly farewelled at the end of
1991 by the children and the wider
community. The presence of the
Presentation Sisters in Emerald had
come to an end. Their job was done.
St Patrick’s School survives and in
2002 will celebrate its centenary.

by Marie Reid—Local Historian
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Minister Vanstone urged to take another look
at the Independent Report on Breaching

Catholic Welfare Australia urges the
Minister for Family and Community
Services, Senator Vanstone, to implement
the major recommendations contained in
the Report of the Independent Review of
Breaches and Penalties in the Social
Security System, released today.
Mr O'Connor, National Director, said,
“This is a balanced report which
recognises the good work of Centrelink
and other providers in assisting job
seekers. At the same time it highlights
some serious failings in the operation of
the Social Security system.
These
include: the excessively harsh nature of
penalties; the inflexibility of the system in
taking personal circumstances into
account; and, the counterproductive
impact of penalties on client's job search
capacity.”

Mr O'Connor said, “Despite initiatives
such as a 'third breach alert' and the
proposed 'temporary payment suspension'
in reducing breach numbers, the overall
figures reveal breaching has sky-rocketed
over recent years. The total annual
number of breaches imposed has
increased from 113,000 in 1996 to
386,000 in 2001. That is a 341% increase
under the Howard Government.”
“Behind the figures lie the experience of
exceptional hardship for already
vulnerable citizens.
The severity of
penalties is excessive and should be
reduced,” said Mr O’Connor. “Contrary to
claims that the current breach regime
reflects 'community expectations', the fact
remains that the regime is simply unjust
— particularly for those identified in this
report as 'especially vulnerable job
seekers'."
Supporting the broad thrust of the Report,
Mr O'Connor emphasised, “As a network

of agencies engaged in the Job Network
and providing emergency relief to those
whose payments are cancelled, Catholic
Welfare Australia is particularly supportive
of the Report's recommendations to
minimise the risk of penalties for
vulnerable job seekers.”
“Because job seekers are most
vulnerable to incurring breaches for failing
to attend initial interviews with providers,
we encourage improvements in client
referrals from Centrelink to Job Network
and other providers.”
Mr O'Connor concluded, “Catholic
Welfare Australia urges the Minister to
embrace this report and consider its
recommendations as an important
addition to reforms announced by the
Minister last week. This Report cannot be
dismissed at a time when the number of
breaches and penalties imposed by
Centrelink remains exceptionally high.”

Social Justice is a Spiritual Quest: New Paper
“Acting justly, and action for justice on
behalf of others, is a spiritual quest. It is a
response to the promptings of the Holy
Spirit at work in our hearts”, says Gerard
Moore SM, author of A Spirituality for
Justice.
A Spirituality for Justice, No 43 in the
Catholic Social Justice Series published by
the Australian Catholic Social Justice
Council, explores a range of perspectives
that can open us to justice. It shows that
our ‘ordinary’ knowledge can have
extraordinary depths and riches. The
paper goes on to address the dynamics of
an on-going conversion into justice by
examining a cluster of attitudes.
A Spirituality for Justice was launched on
Tuesday 19 March at the Catholic Institute
of Sydney, 99 Albert Road, Strathfield.
“This is a very encouraging and helpful
paper both for those who are deeply
involved in action for social justice, and for

those just starting out on the quest for
justice. It is easy to become disillusioned
when our efforts to promote justice do not
appear to bear fruit. We can feel helpless
and hopeless. This paper reminds us that
wonder, beauty, and the goodness of God’s
reign sustain and inspire our action. We
must keep in sight the Gospel vision of
justice as we respond to the pain and
suffering in our world”, said Sandie
Cornish, National Executive Officer of the
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council.
A Spirituality of Justice can be ordered
from the ACSJC Secretariat for $5.50
(incl GST) Tel 02 9956 5811 Fax 02 9954
0056 Email admin@acsjc.org.au
Discounts are available for bulk orders.
Review copies will be made available to
journalists on request.

About the Author:
Gerard Moore, a Marist priest, is cocoordinator of liturgy at the Catholic
Institute of Sydney, Strathfield, NSW. He
has a doctorate from the Catholic
University of America. He is a member of
the Consultants’ Committee of the
International Commission on English in the
Liturgy (ICEL), as well as of the National
Liturgical Commission of the Australian
Bishops. Ecumenically, he is a Catholic
representative on the Australian
Consultation on Liturgy. The ACSJC has
also published The Holy Spirit of Social
Justice (no 34, 1998) and Eucharist and
Justice (no 39, 2000), by this writer in the
Catholic Social Justice Series of occasional
papers.
For Further Information:
Fr Gerard Moore SM
Tel 02 9752 9515
Email gmoore@cis.catholic.edu.au
Sandie Cornish
Tel 02 9956 5811
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Global TV Campaign on Human Trafficking
Trafficking in human beings is now
the fastest-growing business of
organized crime. According to recent
estimates, more than 700,000 people
are trafficked every year for the
purposes of sexual exploitation and
forced labour. They are transported
across borders and sold into modernday slavery. From Himalayan villages
to East European cities, people -especially women and girls -- are
attracted by the prospect of a wellpaid job abroad as a domestic servant,
waitress or factory worker. Traffickers
r e cr u it vic t i ms th r ou gh fake
advertisements, mail-order bride
catalogues and casual acquaintances.
Upon arrival at their destination,
victims’ documents are usually taken
away and they end up exploited,
forced to pay off alleged debts under
the threat of violence. Many are then
coerced into bonded labour, often
including sexual exploitation.
Trafficking in human beings is not
confined to the sex industry. Children
are trafficked to work in sweatshops
as bonded labour and men work
illegally in the "three D-jobs" -- dirty,
difficult and dangerous.
Over the past decade, trafficking in
human beings has reached epidemic
proportions. No country is immune.
The search for work abroad has been
fuelled by economic disparity, high
unemployment and disruption of
traditional livelihoods. Traffickers
face few risks and can earn huge
profits by taking advantage of large
numbers of potential immigrants. In
many cases, drug traffickers have
switched to trafficking human beings
because it is more lucrative and
relatively risk-free.
Even when trafficking rings are busted
and exposed, it is very difficult to
persuade victims to testify against
their captors. They are often
frightened of retribution towards
family members, ashamed to go home
and lack witness protection programs.

Trafficking in human beings is
growing fastest in Central and Eastern
Europe and the former Soviet Union.
Europol estimates that the industry is
now worth several billion dollars a
year. Russian trafficking victims
working in the sex industry in
Germany reportedly earn $7500
monthly, of which the exploiter takes
at least $7,000. In Asia, girls from
villages in Nepal and Bangladesh are
sold to brothels in India for $1000. An
estimated 200,000 Nepali women, the
majority of whom are girls under 18,
are being exploited to work in Indian
cities. Trafficked women from
Thailand and the Philippines are
increasingly being joined by women
from other countries in South East
Asia.
A recent CIA report estimated that
between 45,000 to 50,000 women and
children are brought to the United
States every year under false pretences
and are forced to work as prostitutes,
abused labourers or servants.
UNICEF estimates that more than
200,000 children are enslaved by
cross-border smuggling in West and
Central Africa. The children are often
"sold" by unsuspecting parents who
believe their children are going to be
looked after, learn a trade or be
educated.
Besides being a human rights issue,
trafficking in human beings is a public
health concern due to the widespread
infection of HIV/AIDS and other
s exu a l l y t r a n smi tt ed d i se a se s .
Additionally, it is a transnational
organized crime and a socioeconomic
issue.
The UN has taken an important step
forward in coordinating an
international response to trafficking.
As of 1 January 2002, the Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime
was signed by 140 countries and
ratified by six. A total of 101 countries
have signed its Protocol to Prevent,
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in
Persons, especially Women and

Children, and four have ratified it.
States that ratify the Protocol are
required to criminalize trafficking,
punish offenders, protect victims and
cooperate in seeking out traffickers.
Under the Protocol against Trafficking
in Persons, there must be an act of
"recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harbouring or receipt of persons" by
means of "the threat or use of force or
other forms of coercion, of abduction,
of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of
power or of a position of vulnerability
or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve the
consent of a person having control over
another person"; for the purpose of
exploitation, which includes, at a
minimum, "the exploitation of the
prostitution of others or other forms of
sexual exploitation, forced labour or
services, slavery or practices similar to
slavery, servitude or the removal of
organs."
The Convention against Transnational
Organized Crime is also supplemented
by the Protocol against the Smuggling
of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air. The
definition of smuggling of migrants
includes procurement of illegal entry
into a country of which the person is
not a national or a permanent resident
in order to obtain direct or indirect
financial or other material benefit.
The Global Programme against
Trafficking in Human Beings of the
UN’s Centre for International Crime
Prevention (CICP) was designed to
provide practical assistance to
agencies, institutions and governments
and is currently undertaking projects in
Asia (the Philippines), Central Europe
(Poland and the Czech Republic) and
Latin America (Brazil). Activities in
West Africa (Benin, Nigeria, Togo) are
under preparation. Cooperation with
the Economic Community of West
African States led to the adoption of a
Political Declaration and ECOWAS
Action Plan against Trafficking in
Persons in December 2001.
Global Human Rights Education
listserv
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Catholic Church Insurances Offers Services Online
An obligation-free quote on Home and
Contents Insurance is just a few
mouse clicks away since the launch of
the new Catholic Church Insurances
( C C I )
w e b s i t e ,
www.ccinsurances.com.au
Details of CCI’s Home and Contents
and Personal Accident Insurance
policies are available on the site, as is
a calculator to help people determine
the value of their Home and Contents
to make sure their property has
adequate cover. CCI has continued to
develop the website since its launch
last year.
“We are targetting it as a value-added
service for those people who enjoy or
prefer this new technology,” says CCI
Web Administrator James Simonetta.
CCI has been protecting the interests
of the Catholic Church in Australia
since 1911. Its general insurance
section offers insurance protection for
many organisations as well as
residential Home and Contents

Insurance and Personal Accident
Insurance (for adults and children) to
the broader Catholic community.
To obtain a quote through the website,
click on “Personal Insurances”, then
“Home and Contents”, and on the
next page click on “Quotation”. Fill in
your details, using the “Calculate”
link to help determine your Total
Building Value and Total Contents
Value. When you are ready, click on
“Send”.
A CCI consultant will contact you to
acknowledge your request, and a
quote will be sent by mail within a
day or two.
Application forms for Home and
Contents Insurance and Personal
Accident Insurance can be
downloaded from the website, and
existing clients can lodge claim forms
online.
The site also contains other useful
information on:

• The history of CCI and its role
within the Catholic Church
• The CCI-administered National
Catholic Superannuation Fund
• Catholic Church Insurances
Investment Management—the
investment service for Catholic
Church entities
• Safety tips and advice
• CCI publications and media
releases
The informative website has proven
successful, reaching up to one
thousand visitors per week.
“Various schools and organisations can
look at the website and get a feel for
CCI,” James says. “New clients can
see what we are about.”
Plans for the website include a
development of Catholic Community
Online, which allows CCI’s site to act
as a portal to websites of other Catholic
organisations.
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CHA calls for a spend and save budget
‘As the Government’s first
priority, this budget must focus on
meeting the urgent health and
ageing needs of disadvantaged and
vulnerable people, said Francis
Sullivan, CEO of Catholic Health
Australia.
‘While the Government is
signalling that more consumer
charges will constitute the future
of health and aged care funding, a
compulsory savings mechanism
must be put in place, not for
retirement income, but for the
provision of aged care services.

Access Economics with identified
financing options.
In its submission CHA again calls
on the Government to fund:
The Medicare Grey Card
($250 million) to expand the
options for access to timely
treatment for older Australians.
A Quality of Life Package
($465 million) to ensure
providers are able to maintain
high quality service and
standards for elderly and highly
vulnerable people.

‘CHA advocates the development
of social capital for the future
through a community sector capital
loans program to ensure the
building of necessary residential
care facilities.

A Nursing Support Package
($50 million) to help address the
critical and worsening shortage
of nurses available to provide
essential care.

‘CHA’s budget initiatives, outlined
below, have been fully costed by

‘These priorities are the highlight
of a series of initiatives, which

include Medicare, general practice,
nursing, dental health, aged care,
transitional care, dementia care,
mental health, palliative care and
chronic illness, totalling $1.165
billion.
‘Specific health savings measures
include adjustments to the private
health insurance rebate for ancillary
services ($400million), and roll
outs of underspends on Australian
Health Care Agreements ($400
million). It’s also possible to divert
savings from other portfolios into
the health care budget’, he said.
‘A copy of CHA’s submission is
available at www.cha.org.au under
what’s new.
CHA is the largest non-government
provider of health and aged care
services in Australia.
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Religious educators welcome new e-Mag
On 8 February, the Daughters of
St Paul in Australia launched
Echoing
the
Word,
www.echoingtheword.com, an
Internet magazine for catechists
and religious educators. An initial
response to the magazine by
catechists and educators since the
launch highlights the quality and
variety of articles and activities, all
from distinguished Australian
writers.
Research carried out by the sisters
among Australia’s schools and
parishes before initiating the
project, showed that 86% of
respondents felt the need for an
Australian resource that could
provide a regular source of
personal updating and practical
activities. The magazine’s vision
statement, found on the website’s
About Us pages, indicates the
publisher’s aim to provide
catechists and teachers with a
formative and practical resource
that makes use of contemporary
approaches to religious education,
catechesis, theology and scripture.
The choice to publish Echoing the
Word on the Internet gives
maximum accessibility to regional
and country faith educators.

Echoing the Word’s writers include
published authors such as Rina
Wintour, John Burland, Louise
Welbourne and Bernadette Kiley,
and other well known educators
from several Australian States. The
website, created in collaboration
with W ollongong-based web
developer, Cleverlink, also makes
some resources available to the
general public, including a
children’s section with games and
activities, a prayer idea for groups,
and a teacher’s basket where
people can share their original
lesson plans or ideas with others.
Echoing the Word is the first
publication of Pauline Electronic
Publishing, a ministry newly formed
by the sisters, and based in
Strathfield, NSW . The new
publishing house continues the
sisters’ mission of proclaiming the
Gospel message using the latest
and most effective means of
com m unication. Fr M i chael
Goonan, SSP, officially launched
the magazine at a function held in
Strathfield and attended by
representatives of various diocesan
catechetical and Catholic Education
offices.

Alpha and Omega
You are Alpha. Eternal Future
Of what has been, now is,
shall be.
Your heart gushed water,
formed land
Called life from earth’s
deep womb
Which, in Christ became
Death’s tomb.
You are Omega. Sacred mystery
Who sang man into being.
All things are drawn to you
Magnetic Power, Ultimate Reality
To share in Your Divinity.
Corinnie Driscoll

A Pilgrim’s Desire
Today I must go forth
Upon my pilgrim way;
But not alone I’ll walk,
My God with me will stay.
Today I must reach out
To the people I shall meet;
The poor, the sick, the
lonely,
The sad ones in the street.
Today I’ll gladly help
All those who need my care,
In only small but loving ways
Their burdens I will share.
Today I’ll smile at everyone,
Show them a Christ-like love;
We’re pilgrims bound for
Heaven,
God’s loving home above.
Sr Monica Agnes
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DIOCESAN INFORMATION
Aged Care Diocesan Council
168 William Street, Rockhampton Q 4700
Archives
168 William Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 49 22 1117—Fax: 07 4921 3935
Bishop’s Office
168 William Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 611, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4922 1149—Fax: 07 4922 1224
Secretary: Mrs Jan Mussig
Caritas Australia
124 Talford Street, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7853—Fax: 07 4927 1940
Diocesan Director: Mrs Margaret Perkins
Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Diocesan Service Committee
6 Palmer Street, Bundaberg Q 4670
Ph: 07 4153 2746
Chairperson: Mr Arthur Begeda
Catholic Mission
PO Box 611, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4921 2589—Fax: 07 4921 3935
Diocesan Director: Fr John Grace
Ecumenism Committee
168 William Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 611, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4922 1149
Financial Services Office
170 William Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 611, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 3755
Liturgical Commission
PO Box 611, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4922 1117—Fax: 07 4921 3935
Contact: Fr John Grace
DIOCESAN CATHOLIC EDUCATION:
Adult Faith Education & Formation
143 West Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3679—Fax: 07 4931 3683
Email: afef@ceo.rok.catholic.edu.au
Contact: Dr Gerard Goldman

Education Office
143 West Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3600—Fax: 07 4927 7560
Contact: Miss Leesa Jeffcoat
Faith Education Resource Centre
143 West Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3648—Fax: 07 4927 7560
Co-ordinator: Miss Pat Cagney
Parents & Friends Assoc Dioc Comm
C/- Diocesan Catholic Education Office
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3600

DIOCESAN PASTORAL SERVICES:
Aboriginal & Islander Catholic Council
Ministry
168 Bolsover Street
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4923 7197—Fax: 07 4923 7198
Contact: Mrs Barbara Trevaskis
Catholic Prison Ministry
168 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton 4700
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Contacts: Sr Ursula Brown RSM &
Sr Dolores Donnelly RSM

Workplace Health & Safety Office
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3659
Contact: Mr Harry McNaught

Deaf Apostolate
C/- Diocesan Pastoral Services Office
168 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Contact: Sr Vera Harrison RSM

CENTACARE:
Ross Munro—Diocesan Director
10 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 819, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 1700—Fax: 07 4927 9209

Pastoral Services Office, Diocesan
168 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Co-ordinator: Miss Marcia Mansfield

Marie Downing, Centre Co-ordinator
10 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 819, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 1700—Fax: 07 4927 9209
Email: centacare@rok.catholic.net.au

Sacramental Task Force
168 Bolsover Lane, Rockhampton
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Contact: Sr Margaret Hallinan PBVM

Donna Forbes, Centre Co-ordinator
79 Woongarra Street, Bundaberg
PO Box 1338, Bundaberg Q 4670
PH: 07 4153 2532—Fax: 07 4152 8308

Social Justice Committee
124 Talford Street, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7853
Contact: Mrs Margaret Perkins

Nina Weisenekker, Centre-Co-ordinator
7/12 Grendon Street, North Mackay
PO Box 3402, North Mackay Q 4740
Ph: 07 4941 6093—Fax: 07 4953 1129

The Review
168 Bolsover Lane, Rockhampton 4700
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Email: thereview@rok.catholic.net.au
Editor: Miss Marcia Mansfield

Francis Tomlinson
4 Belyando Avenue, Moranbah
PO Box 291, Moranbah Q 4744
Ph: 07 4941 6093—Fax: 07 4941 7389
Jenny Smith, Centre Co-ordinator
18 Egerton Street, Emerald
PO Box 1245, Emerald Q 4720
PH: 07 4982 4358—Fax: 07 4982 2975

CQ University Chaplaincy
Central Queensland University
Ph: 07 4930 9285—Fax: 07 4930 6526
Chaplain: Mr Matthew Ryan

Sue Hanrahan, Site Co-ordinator
25 Manna Street, Blackwater
PO Box 457, Blackwater Q 4717
Ph: 07 4986 1100—Fax: 07 4986 1607

Education Council
143 West Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 524, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4931 3600—Fax: 07 4927 7560
Contact: Miss Leesa Jeffcoat

Natural Family Planning Comm
10 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 819, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 1700—Fax 07 4927 9209
Co-ordinator: Mrs Noelle Melrose

Vocations Group, Diocesan
168 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Email: youth@rok.catholic.net.au
Contact: Miss Joy Philippi
Youth Office, Diocesan
168 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton 4700
PO Box 641, Rockhampton Q 4700
Ph: 07 4927 7244—Fax: 07 4922 8256
Email: youth@rok.catholic.net.au
Co-ordinator: Miss Joy Philippi

BISHOP’S DIARY
April—May 2002
APRIL
7
8

Mass – Leinster Place
Bishop’s Inservice Day - Rockhampton
11.00 am - Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Elect - Brian Finnigan
- Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane - St Stephen’s Cathedral

9

9.00 am – Meeting of Diocesan Liturgical Commission
1.00 pm–Meeting of Woman & Man One in Christ Jesus Task Group

10

9.00 am - Meeting of Diocesan Directors
5.30 pm - Mass and Official Opening & Blessing –
St Vincent de Paul Store, Biloela

11

5.00 pm - Meeting of Diocesan Adult Faith Committee

14

6.00 pm - Preaching Homily at Taize Service –
St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral

18

Meeting of Diocesan Finance Council

22

Meeting of Centacare Board

23

6.30 pm – 50th Jubilee Mass for Sr Ottavia – St Francis Church Mackay

24

1.30 pm Meeting of Aboriginal & Islander Catholic Council Ministry

25
26
27

Anzac Day
Bishop’s Inservice Day - Bundaberg
10.00 am – Opening Diocesan School Boards Conference – Emmaus
College

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
RCIA—Rite of Election & Presentation of
Candidates for Full Initiation

1-2

Caritas Australia Project Compassion—
Lenten Visit—2002

2

Easter Message—Jesus Story—Your Story—
My Story

3

Report of Diocesan Pastoral Council
Meeting 22-23 February 2002

4

World Youth Day Song Writing Competition

4

Queensland Aboriginal and Islander
Catholic Council Assembly

5

Theodore Pics

5

Developing A Parish Youth Ministry
Calendar—Strategies That Work...

6

News From St Michael’s Parish Sarina

7

100 Years Lets Celebrate—St Patrick’s
School Emerald Queensland 1902-2002

8

Gift From Australia—Statement by Most
Rev Ambrose Kiapseni MSC Bishop of
Kavieng

9

Qld World Youth Day Pilgrimage

10

Capricornia Correctional Centre Chaplains

11

The Knights of the Southern Cross
Bundaberg Branch

11

MAY
3–5

St Patrick’s School Emerald – Centenary Celebrations

A Call for Compassion

12

6–14

Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference – Sydney

Cast No Stones

12

15

9.00 am Diocesan Staffing and Shaping Task Force

Honouring the Local Church

13

16

10.30 am— Meeting of Diocesan Toward Healing Committee
4.00 pm—Meeting of Diocesan Finance Council

God Dwells in the Heart—Not the Head

13

News From St Patrick’s Parish Emerald

14-15

17

8.30 am—Meeting of Diocesan Education Council
6.00 pm—Meeting of Diocesan Pastoral Council

18

8.00 am—Meeting of Diocesan Pastoral Council

21

11.00 am—Opening & Blessing of Buildings – Shalom College Bundaberg
5.30 pm—Meeting of Diocesan Ecumenism Commission

22

1.30 pm—Meeting of Aboriginal & Islander Catholic Council Ministry

23–24 7.00 pm—Centacare Conference Dinner
8.30 am—Centacare Conference Mass
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Breaching

16

Social Justice is a Spiritual Quest: New
Paper

16
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21
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Debutant Ball – Mackay
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11.00 am Blessing of Foundation Stone – Mater Hospital Mackay
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27–31 Synod of Oceania – Rabual, Papua New Guinea

